Kathleen Jo (Van Duren)
Bonner

April 29, 1964 - January 23, 2023

Kathi passed away peacefully on the morning of January 23, 2023 in Moses
Lake WA. Kathi was born on April 29, 1964 in Everett WA and attended school
there. Kathi was diagnosed with asthma as an infant but she didn’t let that
keep her from running and playing with her sisters. She knew what her
limitations were but mostly ignored them. Kathi began working in her teens
and in Everett she worked bussing tables, waitressing and as a janitor at the
Everett Mall. It was at the Everett Mall that she met and married Bill and they
had twin sons, Philip and Mitchell. Bill and Kathi divorced when the boys were
toddlers and shortly after that she was diagnosed with MS. That was when
she decided to move with her boys to Moses Lake to be closer to family. Kathi
made friends easily and worked at several businesses in town where many
customers became friends. Kathi worked very hard to raise her boys and
didn’t let MS slow her down. Her last job was working at Ram’s Ripple tavern
where she made many friends. Finally MS stopped her hands and arms from
working well and she made the difficult decision to stop working. But that
wasn’t the end of her adventures! Kathi had met Jeff VanNess as a neighbor
when the boys were in grade school. Their children became friends and Kathi
became friends with Jeff and Charlotte. In later years after Kathi and the boys
moved and Jeff had divorced, they met by chance and reconnected. That
began the rest of Kathi’s life with Jeff and both of their families as one. As their
children became adults and grandchildren were born, Kathi was so happy. Her
grandchildren were the light in her life. Kathi’s favorite holiday was Christmas



and for the following years Kathi and her caregiver Angel spent countless
hours in the aisles at Walmart and other local stores, shopping year-round for
Christmas qifts for her grandchildren. If there was a bargain to be had Kathi
found it! Kathi was well known traveling the aisles of local stores in her electric
wheelchair. Everywhere Kathi went she made a point of getting to know the
cashiers, the people stocking the shelves, the pharmacist, the nurses and lab
techs. And she didn’t just know their names, she knew about their families and
remembered them all. Kathi embraced the community and they embraced her
back. About three years ago Kathi required 24-7 care and moved to an Adult
Family home where she received excellent care. Jeff would take her home on
the weekends and they would spend time together as they always did.

Kathi leaves her life partner Jeff VanNess, her dad Dick Van Duren, mom
Shirley Burch, sisters Aimee Sterling, Sheri Wilson (Steve), Debbie Van Duren
(Fahad). Her sons, Philip Bonner (grandson O’Ryan), Mitchell Bonner,
daughters Patricia VanNess (grandchildren Jeffrey, Ethan and Jazzlene) Teri
VanNess (RJ) (grandchildren Ralli, Seth, Griffin, Lilli & Dolphie) and Caitlin
Andrews. Special thanks to Kathi’s caregivers, especially her Angel who was
with her for so many years through good times and bad. Thank you to Lateef
at Southgate Pharmacy who was so kind to Kathi.

Please pay it forward for Kathi, an act of kindness to those who were so kind
to her, the cashiers, the people stocking the shelves or working at the clinic.
Kathi taught us that despite our differences or limitations we can be kind and
patient with one another. A celebration of Kathi’s life will be held later this
spring or summer.



Tribute Wall

Hugs to Jeff and family, | will miss visiting with |
Kathi at Lakeshore West, the house feels

empty without her there. We laughed...ALOT! . I

Theresa - January 31, 2023 at 01:41 PM

Remember Friday nights after Little League you'd take me and my
brother to Chico's Pizza | loved those Fridays

Mitchell Bonner - January 30, 2023 at 06:27 AM

My Sincere condolences to Mitch and Phillip Bonner and to the rest
of the family. Kathy and | used to be very good friends but have lost
touch over the years. | have many many memories of many good
times with her over the years and i wish that i could of reconnected
with her. | will cherish the memories that i have had with her and i
am so very sad that her time on this earth has been cut short and |
will certainly miss her smiling friendly face. May you rest in eternal
peace my dear ol friend until we meet again someday. You were
such an amazing and good friend and mother to your boys, just
know that i never forgot about you, our lives just went in different
directions and we lost touch. | loved you dearly my friend and i am
truly sad i never got to say goodbye, Love you girl, i am so sorry for
your loss boys, i lost my mother recently and i am sorry for your loss
of yours. May God help for you both to heal and help to ease your
pain. Yours truly you friend, Nora Shipman-Bowman. Fly high with
the angels my dear friend. Love you.

Nora Bowman - January 29, 2023 at 01:18 AM



Thank you for your kind words Nora. | have not looked at this since the
funeral. Philip lives in Tri-Cities with his son, | recently moved to
Virginia. | do remember the time going over to your house with my
mom. It'll be about a year since she passed. Hope everything's going

good for you.

Mitch Bonner - January 18, 2024 at 01:50 PM
Nora Bowman lit a candle in memory of |
Kathleen (Van Duren) Bonner
Nora Bowman - January 29, 2023 at 01:02 AM

Friday nights after Little League baseball used to take my brother
and Chico's thank you so much Mom | love you

Mitchell Bonner - January 29, 2023 at 12:11 AM

DeeAnna Goff lit a candle in memory of !

Kathleen (Van Duren) Bonner

DeeAnna Goff - January 28, 2023 at 06:29 PM



