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In Loving Memory of Larry Allen Weis 
 May 17, 1953 – July 15, 2025 

 Larry Allen Weis of Ephrata, WA, passed away peacefully in the early hours of
July 15, 2025, surrounded by the love of his devoted wife, Debbie, and
cherished daughter, Autumn. He was 72 years old. 

 Born on May 17, 1953, in Walla Walla, WA, Larry was the youngest son of
Thelbert "Bob" and Emma Lou Weis (Mitchell). Shortly after his birth, the
family moved to Richland, where Bob worked as an electrician at Hanford and
Emma Lou taught elementary school. Larry graduated from Richland High
School—proudly known as a Richland Bomber—with the class of 1971. 

 After high school, Larry embarked on a cross-country road trip that sparked a
lifelong love of adventure. Upon his return, he earned his Associate’s Degree
from Columbia Basin Community College and soon after headed to Alaska,
where he worked in a logging camp. He later returned to Washington and
joined the Carpenters Union, becoming a skilled Journeyman Carpenter. But
his passion for following in his father’s footsteps eventually led him to Perry
Technical Institute in Yakima, WA, where he trained to become a Journeyman
Electrician. 

 While in Yakima, Larry met the love of his life, Debbie Smith—whom he
affectionately called “Cupcake.” From the moment they met, Larry embraced
fatherhood with open arms, instantly becoming a devoted dad to Debbie’s
young daughter, Autumn. In 1985, Larry began his long career with Grant



County PUD and moved his family to Wanapum Village, where he quickly
became a beloved figure in the community. Known for his easygoing spirit and
big heart, Larry made life an adventure for neighborhood kids—whether it was
opening the “Pink Building” gym for late-night basketball or towing a boat to
the river for spontaneous beach trips. 

 Larry and Debbie were married on October 1, 1988, beginning a journey of
love, laughter, and shared joy. He was welcomed into the close-knit Smith
family, gaining four brothers—Jim, Tom, Rob, and Scott—with whom he
shared countless fishing trips, backyard barbecues, and legendary family
gatherings. 
Affectionately known by many as “Big Guy,” Larry was larger than life in both
presence and personality. Over the years, he answered to many loving
nicknames—Big Lar, Lovin’ Lar, and of course, Big Guy—each one reflecting
the warmth, humor, and heart he shared with everyone around him. 

 In 1995, the family relocated to Ephrata, WA, though Larry’s heart remained
tied to the river. After a brief stint at the Ephrata Electric Shop, he returned to
Wanapum Dam, where he worked as a Hydro Electrician until his retirement in
2015. 

 Larry's soul came alive in the great outdoors. Whether he was fall fishing in
Lewiston with Debbie’s brothers or beach camping with family on Lake
Roosevelt, he was happiest on the water, with a fishing rod in hand and the
sun on his face. Music was another lifelong passion—Larry was a self-taught
guitarist and songwriter, often serenading loved ones around the campfire with
his original songs. To those who knew him, music wasn’t just a hobby; it was
his love language. 

 In 2010, Larry became a proud bonus grandfather when his daughter Autumn
married Michael Dietrich, bringing Gracelyn Goode into the family. In 2011,
Larry's joy multiplied with the birth of his grandson, Trevor. The bond between
Larry and Trevor was extraordinary—more than grandfather and grandson,
they were inseparable best friends who filled their years together with
laughter, adventures, and unforgettable memories. 



In May 2019, just days before his 66th birthday, Larry was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s Disease. True to his nature, he faced this journey with courage,
optimism, and a heart full of love. Though the disease slowly took his
memories, his family held on tightly to every story, every song, and every
smile. Alzheimer’s is often called the “long goodbye,” and now Larry’s journey
is complete—his soul is at peace, his spirit free, and his memory eternal. 

 Larry is survived by his beloved wife of nearly 37 years, Debbie Weis; his
daughter Autumn (Michael) Dietrich; his grandchildren Gracelyn (Andrew)
Goode and Trevor Dietrich; brothers-in-law Rob (Raven) Smith and Scott
(Shantel) Smith; and nieces and nephews, David Weis, Tina Gouge (Weis),
Greg (Lisa) Smith, Heidi (Brandon) Burns, Kristal (Stihles) Clark, Gunner
Smith, Lila Smith, and Colt Smith. 

 A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, July 26, 2025, beginning with a
graveside service at 11 a.m. at the Ephrata Cemetery, followed by a family-
hosted reception at the home of Autumn and Michael Dietrich. All who knew
and loved Larry are welcome to attend and share in the remembrance of a life
so beautifully lived. 

 Larry Weis was a loving husband, devoted father, joyful grandfather, and
friend to all. His legacy of kindness, music, adventure, and deep-rooted love
lives on in everyone who was lucky enough to know him.



Cemetery Details

Ephrata Catholic Cemetery

333 E St. SW
Ephrata, WA 98823

Previous Events

Graveside

JUL 26. 11:00 AM (PT)

Ephrata Catholic Cemetery
333 E St. SW
Ephrata, WA 98823
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Anita Griffin - August 06, 2025 at 11:55 AM

We met Larry & Debbie when I worked for the PUD back in the early
90's. We spent many fun weekends snowmobiling with a group of
friends that included Larry & Debbie. I was sad to read Larry's obit
in the paper. My sympathy to Debbie and her family.

Jeff Reams - July 30, 2025 at 10:31 AM

I have fond memories of Larry during my 30 years of friendship. We
were Wanapum Village neighbors and remember the good times
during our July 4th celebrations and the holiday bunko games in the
gym. Larry was always there when you needed help and always up
for a good time with friends. Many of us will look back and smile
when we think of him.

Jim Buelt - July 25, 2025 at 11:14 AM

Larry, you were a big part of my life and I will forever cherish those
memories. I recall the road trip we took around the states often; so
many stories to tell. You will always be remembered. 
Jim Buelt

Rick Rallens - July 21, 2025 at 01:45 PM

I have great memories of deer hunting, fishing, waterskiing, and
snow skiing with Larry. I will always remember his smile and big
laugh, especially when he was kidding me about something. 
His mom was also one of my favorite teachers. 
Rest in peace, buddy. 
Rick Rallens
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Daniel J Walker - July 21, 2025 at 12:16 PM

I heard through my brother in Richland that Larry had passed. He
was my teammate on the JA Jones Little League team in the early
sixties.See the attached picture. Larry was a good teammate and a
great guy. Rest in peace Larry. 

 Dan Walker(catcher)

Jim Mitchell - July 16, 2025 at 09:20 PM

Rest in peace Big Guy. We cherish all the memories of the
barbecues and of course the pig roast. Many good times fishing and
hunting. You my man were one of a kind. 

  
Jim and Randie Mitchell


